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Dignified transfer at New Castle Air National Guard Base
Story on pages 4-5

“Our deepest sympathies go out to the
families of these brave Americans who died in
service to this vital mission, and our thoughts
remain with all of our troops serving overseas

during this holiday season so that we may

have peace and security at home”

- Defense Secretary Ash Carter, referring to the six Airmen killed Dec. 21, 2015
in a vehicle bomb attack outside Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan
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UTA events

Jan. 8, Friday:

- PT testing, 7:30 a.m., Base Fitness Center

- PME, CDC and ECI Testing: 7:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., FSS, HQ, Bldg. 2600

- Immunizations, 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Clinic

- Restricted area badge photos, outprocessing,
SFS, Bldg. 2703, 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

- Finance customer service: 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.;
Bldg. 2600/Pay Section.

- First Sergeants Council mtg., Noon-2 p.m.,
Bldg 2600, Riley Rm.

- Wing Staff mtg., 2 p.m., Bldg. 2600, Loeffel
Rm.; UTA Concept mtg. and CIMB mtg. follow

Jan. 9, Saturday:

- Delaware National Guard Senior Leaders
Conference, Dover, Del., for all senior master
sergeants and above, and officers. Check-in
time: 6:45 a.m.

- PT testing, 7:30 a.m., Base Fitness Center

- PME, CDC and ECI Testing: 7:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., FSS, HQ, Bldg. 2600

- Restricted area badge photos, outprocessing,
SFS, Bldg. 2703, 8-11:30 a.m./12:30-3:30 p.m.

- Commander support staff training, 8-9 a.m.,
HQ, Bldg. 2600, Loeffel Rm.

- FSS Customer Service: 9 a.m- 2:30 p.m.

- Finance Customer Service: 9:30 a.m.-3:30
p-m, Bldg. 2600, Pay Section

- Chief’s Council Meeting, Noon-1 p.m., CES
Training Rm.

Jan. 10, Sunday:

- PT testing, 7:30-9:30 a.m. & 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Base Fitness Center

- Protestant Services, 7:30 a.m., S.A.T., Bldg. 2815

- Catholic Mass, 8:30 a.m., S.A.T., Bldg. 2815

- PERSCO training, 7:30-8:30 a.m., Bldg.
2600, Loeffel Rm.

- PME, CDC and ECI Testing: 7:30 a.m.-12:30
p-m., FSS, Bldg. 2600

- Newcomers Brief, 8 a.m.- 3 p.m., Bldg. 2805,
Cooper Rm.

- Restricted Area Badge photos, outprocessing,
SFS, Bldg. 2703, 8-11:30 a.m./12:30-3:30 p.m.

- FSS Customer Service: 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

- Finance customer service: 9:30-11:30 a.m.

- CGOC meeting, 11 a.m.-Noon, CE Break Rm.

- Junior Enlisted Council open forum, Noon-
12:55 p.m., Bldg. 2821, LRS Training Rm.

- Immunizations, Medical Clinic, 2-3 p.m.

- Asumption of command, 166th Civil Engi-
neer Sq., 3 p.m., Base Fire Dept., Bldg. 2900

- Retreat, 3 p.m., Bldg 2600, Flag Pole

- Promotion ceremony, 3:30 p.m., Lt. Col.
Liza Orlando, 142nd Aeromedical Evacuation
Squadron, Base Ops Theater

DE ANG Recruiting

1-800-742-6713, 1-866-NOW-DANG, or
Local (302) 323-3444

DE ANG Retention

(302) 323-3413
166AW Air Force Public Web site:

Upcoming
Events

January 21: Enlisted National Guard Association
of Delaware (ENGADE) General Membership
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., 103 Artisan

Drive, Smyrna, DE 19977

UTA schedule FY2017

09-10 Jan 2016 |04-05 Jun 2016
06-07 Feb2016 |09-10 Jul 2016
05-06 Mar 2016 |06-07 Aug 2016
09-10 Apr2016 |10-11 Sep 2016
14-15 May 2016

Career News
Dec. 2015

(Effective Dec. 2015 unless otherwise noted;
personnel actions provided by Delaware ANG
HQ and 166th Force Support Squadron)

Appointed:

None this period.

Enlistments:

None this period.

Promotions:
To Lieutenant Colonel:
Jacobson, Julian, 142 AS
To Captain:
Giorgio, Vincent, 142 AES
Stoeckle, Timothy, 142 AES
Mease, Lauren, 166 AW
To Master Sergeant:
Ford, Kevin, 166 LRS
Giroud, Angela, 166 LRS
Mitchell, Santita, 166 CFT
To Technical Sergeant:
Gill, Edward, 166 LRS
Jaskewich, Jason, 166 LRS
Levan, Sean, 166 FSS
Opperman, David, 166 LRS
Ewing, Erika, 166 CFT
To Staff Sergeant:
Jackson, Jennifer, 166 MDG
Magobet, Michael, 142 AS
To Senior Airman:
Campbell, Alexander, 166 MXS
Hadaway, Kai, 166 MXS
Seijo, Luis, 166 LRS
Walker, Victor, 166 CPTF

Retirements:

DiSanto, John, Lt. Col., 142 AS

www.166aw.ang.af.mil

166AW Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/166thAirliftWing

166AW YouTube page:

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBthSguwq9CkpF-CbsXENAQ
166AW DVIDS page:
www.dvidshub.net/unit/166 AW-DANG
DE Air Guard Recruiting Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/DEAirGuardRecruiting
Go ANG Delaware Recruiting page:
www.goang.com/de
DE National Guard web site:
www.de.ng.mil

DE National Guard Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/DelawareNationalGuard

Medical openings

Hiring for traditional positions; no closeout
dates apply unless indicated:
142nd Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron:
- Flight Nurse
166th Medical Group:
- Aerospace Medical Specialist
- Bioenvironmental Engineer
- Family Physician - Internist

Officer jobs

www.delawarenationalguard.com/join/air/air_officer/

Enlisted jobs

www.delawarenationalguard.com/join/air/air_enlisted/
For career descriptions: www.goang.com.

On the cover:

A U.S. Air Force carry team transfers the
remains of Staff Sgt. Chester J. McBride,
of Statesboro, Ga., during a dignified
transfer Dec. 23, 2015, at New Castle Air
National Guard Base, New Castle, Del.
McBride was assigned to the Air Force
Office of Special Investigations, Detach-
ment 405, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.
(U.S. Air Force photo/Roland Balik)
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Commentary

Psychological health and ACE

by Mr. Michael Sherman
Director of Phychological Health

I was lucky to have had the good for-
tune and honor to return to the DANG
as your Director of Psychological
Health this past March.

Upon my return, we were already pre-
paring for the highest operations tem-
po since 9/11. This provided numerous
opportunities to implement the Psy-
chological Health Program’s Mission
Statement which is to advocate for and
support ANG members and families by
promoting mental fitness and personal
wellness for operational readiness.

This endeavor has been successful in
large part because of many of you who
work side by side everyday with your
fellow Airmen. The Wingman Concept
of “ACE” (Ask, Care, Escort) has been
promoted for a few years, but I have
continued to be impressed by how it
has been exhibited on numerous occa-
sions by our members of all ranks.

This ACE concept can be utilized for
all behavioral health and medical is-
sues, not just in the event someone
may be suicidal. The support rendered
in these situations builds trust and co-
hesion amongst our members knowing
that we will care for each other. The
Psychological Health Program has also
made strides in overcoming the stigma
of seeking Psychological Health Ser-
vices as shown in our recent Defense

Mr. Michael Sherman

Equal Opportunity Management Insti-
tute’s Organizational Climate Survey.
There are still myths and mispercep-
tions about the confidentiality of Psy-
chological Health Services. We hope
that by continuing our awareness cam-
paigns, we can instill a sense of safety
in accepting help. The only instances
when services are not confidential are
in cases of suicidality, homicidal ide-
ations, child maltreatment and sub-
stance abuse.

2016 will be an exciting year for the
DANG as we welcome back many of
our members who have been deployed.
I look forward to partnering with all of
you to provide an array of services that
will assist in the successful reintegra-
tion of members back to their families,
communities and squadrons.

Wing Mission Statement:

The mission of the 166th Airlift Wing is to provide tactical airlift and airdrop of troops,
cargo and passengers using C-130 aircraft, plus aeromedical evacuation, civil engineer

and network warfare functions.

Wing Vision Statement:

To be ready, relevant, and reliable Airmen who are highly trained and motivated to aid

the state and nation.

The DANG Truth

166th Airlift Wing leadership

Col. Don Bevis
Commander
Col. David Walker
Vice Commander
Chief Master Sgt. Shaune Peters
Wing Command Chief

DANG Truth Editorial Staff
166th AW Public Affairs

(302) 323-3369
1st Lt. Valerie Harwood
Chief of Public Affairs
Master Sgt. Benjamin Matwey
Superintendent
Tech. Sgt. Stephen Froeber
Broadcast Journalist
Tech. Sgt. Gwendolyn Blakley
Photojournalist
Staff Sgt. John Michaels
Broadcast Journalist
Staff Sgt. Andrew Horgan
Photojournalist
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Broadcast Journalist
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The DANG Truth is an authorized
Air Force publication for the members
of the 166th Airlift Wing, Delaware Air
National Guard. Contents of 7The DANG
Truth are not necessarily the official
views of, or endorsed by the U.S.
Government, Department of Defense,
or the Department of the Air Force.The
editorial content is prepared, edited
and provided by the Public Affairs
Office,166th AW, Delaware ANG, New
Castle, DE 19720-1615.

Email comments to:
166AW.PA@ANG.AF.MIL
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Dignified transfer diverts to New Castle

by Christin Michaud
AFMAO Public Affairs

Six Airmen were honored in a dignified
transfer at New Castle Air National
Guard Base, Delaware, Dec. 23, 2015,
when the Air Force Mortuary Affairs
Operations dignified transfer mission
was moved from Dover Air Force Base
to New Castle as a result of weather.

Diverting the mission to New Castle
was exercised in March 2015 when
runway construction at Dover began
limiting runway options, but this was
the first time a dignified transfer was
conducted at the Delaware ANG base.

Practicing the scenario in advance
proved beneficial when the mission
was diverted.

“We did not realize how much went
into the behind-the-scenes prepara-
tion for a DT mission,” said Senior
Master Sgt. Michael Ceselsky, airfield
manager, 166th Operations Support
Squadron, at New Castle.

The team was tasked with identify-
ing spaces for briefings and families
as well as considerations for distin-
guished visitors and working with key
players from around the installation.

“The preparations and work that went
into the testing of this concept back in
March of this year, to include flying a
C-17 mission to New Castle to test the
parking, clearances and support to the
families, really set the stage for suc-
cess when it came time to divert,” said
Col. Dan Merry, AFMAO commander.

Captain Kyle Kodalen, AFMAO dig-
nified transfer officer in charge, agreed
having rehearsed in March was bene-
ficial. The layout of the base and the
flightline for DT operations and the

support of the team made the transi-
tion as seamless as possible.

“New Castle went above and beyond
to make everything run smoothly,”
said Kodalen, who oversees the pre-
briefs, flightline set up and carry team,
as well as calling commands for the
solemn movement honoring the fallen.
“We know a lot of work went on there
before we even showed up at the gate.”

In addition to Ceselsky, who worked
the diversion plan for transfer, the Del-
aware ANG provided security forces,
public affairs and other personnel as
well as airfield management support
and use of their flightline and facilities.

The Guard team made sure their fa-
cilities were ready for the families
and ensured necessary vehicles were
available for the motorcade, said Ce-
selsky. They also coordinated with
the airport authority for the influx of
aircraft, waivers and the local customs
service for the C-17 bringing the fall-
en Airmen back to American soil.

“Their senior leaders were there in full
support knowing that the NCOs and
junior officers were ready to execute
under any conditions,” said Merry.

The Loffel Room of the Delaware
ANG 166th Airlift Wing Headquarters
Building was redesigned in a matter of
hours to resemble the Center for Fam-
ilies of the Fallen at Dover AFB where
families gather before departing for
the flightline to witness the dignified
transfer of a loved one.

Drivers from the 436th Logistics Read-
iness Squadron transported a truckload
of furniture from the Great Room at
Dover’s base chapel with the assis-
tance of the chapel team and deployers.

The Friends of the Fallen were out
in force at New Castle, said David
Sparks, chaplain in charge for the dig-
nified transfer. The organization is a
non-profit group of volunteers whose
main focus is to provide hospitality to
families of the fallen.

“They added the finishing touches,”
said Sparks. “They brought grief
material, comfort shawls, blankets,
stuffed bears, lamps, plants and re-
freshments.”

While a divert is not the optimum
scenario, it made it possible for the
families to attend and it was done as
smoothly and with as much care and
support as possible, said the chaplain.

In addition to families and senior lead-
ers, more than 200 unit members from
the Office of Special Investigations,
the 105th Security Forces Squadron,
Stewart ANG Base, N.Y., and the New
York Police Department gathered to
show respect to their fallen comrades.

Honor and dignified were the two words
Ceselsky used to describe the dignified
transfer at New Castle. He said it was
an extreme honor to have been able to
assist with coordinating the DT.

“The DT mission, in my opinion, was
flawlessly executed for having short
notice to divert into the Delaware
ANG,” said Ceselsky. “I truly believe
we demonstrated the true meaning of
Team Delaware.”

AFMAO’s commander agreed.

“There are so many aspects of team-
work that go beyond the dignified
transfer itself,” said Merry. “It was
apparent that Team Delaware came
together in a seamless fashion to ac-
complish this sacred mission.”
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Wing assists in dignified transfer

U. S. Air National Guard photo by 1st Lt. Valerie Harwood

Over 200 New York Police Department officers and Airmen from the units of the deceased troops lined up to hon-
or their fallen colleagues during a dignified transfer December 23, 2015 at New Castle Air National Guard base.

by 1st Lt. Valerie Harwood and
Master Sgt. Benjamin Matwey
Wing Public Affairs

Pouring rain and winds didn’t prevent
Delaware Air National Airmen from
performing their duties to assist in a
dignified transfer of U.S. servicemem-
bers on December 23, 2015.

Delaware ANG Airmen received noti-
fication a few hours ahead of time that
a C-17 carrying six fallen Airmen and
one contractor would arrive later that
day. The Airmen were killed Dec. 21,
2015, in a vehicle bomb attack outside
Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan.

Many work sections of the 166th Airlift
Wing, to include security forces, base
operations, command post and civil
engineers, jumped into motion to assist
Air Force Mortuary Affairs Operations
from Dover Air Force Base, Del.

For example, Master Sgt. Maurice Wil-
liams, civil engineer supervisor, worked
in the rain for hours before visitors and

aircraft arrived to ensure the base was
prepared.

Senior Master Sgt. Chad Snader, secu-
rity forces, provided transportation to
family members of the fallen the day
after the DT.

“Our wing flawlessly executed a very
complex and sensitive mission under
terrible conditions. In turn, the fami-
lies of the fallen and some of the most
senior DoD officials witnessed some
of the best attributes our DANG could
offer our nation’s fallen heroes”, said
Col. Don Bevis, wing commander. “I
couldn’t be more proud of our DANG
family.”

Four of the fallen Airmen were as-
signed to the Air Force Office of Spe-
cial Investigations, and two Airmen
were assigned to the 105th Security
Forces Squadron at Stewart ANG
Base, N.Y.

Over 200 unit members from AFOSI,
the 105th SFS, Stewart ANG Base,

N.Y., and the New York Police De-
partment traveled to New Castle to pay
their respects to their fallen comrades.

Major Gen. Frank Vavala, adjutant
general, Delaware National Guard,
said, “My heartfelt thanks to all who
participated, on short notice, in sup-
porting the dignified transfer here for
our fallen colleagues who were killed
in the horrific suicide attack in Af-
ghanistan. Your performance speaks
volumes about your professionalism
and your commitment to honoring our
fallen comrades.”

Several distinguished visitors came
to New Castle to honor the fallen Air-
men and give support to their families.
DV’s included Ashton Carter, Secre-
tary of Defense, Deborah Lee James,
Secretary of the Air Force, Marine
Corps Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Air Force Gen. Mark A. Welsh III,
Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force,
and Army Gen. Frank J. Grass, Chief,
National Guard Bureau.
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Understanding the wing’s drug
demand reduction program

by Tech. Sgt. Gerilyn Norris
Manager, 166th Airlift Wing Drug
Demand Reduction Program

The DDRP is the Drug Demand Re-
duction Program, a mandatory program
covered under AFI 90-507. It is the
Air Force program to ensure mission
readiness of all Airmen and describes
the member’s responsibility regarding
medication usage and testing. Many
Airmen have questions related to the
program and hopefully this article will
provide some of the answers.

Frequently Asked Questions:

1. What is a DDRPM?

This is the program manager for the
wing’s DDRP. The wing’s primary
DDRPM is Tech. Sgt. Gerilynn Norris
and the alternate is Senior Master Sgt.
Bruce Minner.

2. Who are those people running the
urinalysis testing site?

They are DTPAMs — Drug Testing
Program Administrative Managers. A
DTPAM has to be a minimum rank of
staff sergeant and is required to be in
the position a minimum of one year.
Officers can be DTPAM:s too.

3. Do I have to report medication use
and to whom do I report it?

Any prescription medication is required
to be placed in your medical records by
giving it to the medical clinic. Whether
it is a long-term script, such as blood
pressure or ADHD medication, or a
short-term script for pain medication,
like Tylenol 3, you need to put a copy
of the script in your medical records.

4. Why do I have to give a copy of
my medication script?

In the event you are tested and your
results come back as a “POSITIVE,”
then the Medical Review Officer has
to verify by reviewing your medical
record that you have a legitimate condi-

tion that requires the prescription. Oth-
erwise, you could be found to have a
misuse or abuse of a prescription drug.
If the medication is for a long period,
there is a letter to give your provider
to complete and it should be placed in
your medical file. Contact your medi-
cal office for more information on the
required letter.

5. What is drug abuse?

The wrongful use, possession, distri-
bution, or introduction onto a military
installation, or other property or fa-
cility under military supervision, of
a controlled substance, prescription
medication, over-the-counter medica-
tion, or intoxicating substance (other
than alcohol) . Violators are subject to
punitive action under the UCMJ and/or
adverse administrative actions.

6. What are they testing for?

See list of Drug Tested Codes.

A — Amphetamines

H — Heroin

T — Tetrahydrocannabinol
V— Spice

C — Cocaine

Drug Tested Codes

O — Opiate

Y — Oxycodene/Oxymorphone
E — Ecstasy

S — Steroids

Z — Benzodiazepine

‘O’ represents testing for
COD, MOR, HYCOD and
HYMOR.

‘Z’ represents testing for
AHAL, LORA, NORD,
OXAZ, and TEMA.
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U. S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Frank Miller

Airmen of the 166th Airlift Wing pose for a photo on Dec. 12, 2015 while deployed in support of Operation Inherent
Resolve and/or Operation Freedom’s Sentinel at an undisclosed location in Southwest Asia.

Deployed images of our Airmen

U.S. Air National Guard photos courtesy
of our deployed Airmen Dec. 14, 2015
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Delaware Defenders coined

-

U.S. Air Nation/ Guard photo by 1st Lt. Valerie Harwood

Staff Sgt. Jason
Duricek and Airman
1st Class Bryson
Baese, members
of the 166th Secu-
rity Forces Squad-
ron, received coins
from Secretary of
Defense Ashton
Carter on Decem-
ber 23, 2015, after
performing duty in
a dignified transfer
at the New Castle
Air National Guard
Base.

Pounds equal progress
in DNG War on Hunger

by 1st Lt. Valerie Harwood
Wing Public Affairs

The Delaware National Guard has col-
lected over 37, 000 pounds in food do-
nations for 2015.

Chief Master Sgt. Shaunne Peters,
wing command chief, said, “Sol-
diers and Airmen continue to bring in
canned goods and non-perishables to
tackle the war on hunger.”

All food donations are taken to the
Food Bank of Delaware distribution
center in Newark, Del.

This year the goal was to collect 20,000
pounds and the DNG has exceeded
this goal by over 17,000 pounds.

“Based on last year’s numbers, I was
reluctant to set our goal in our War on
Hunger to 20,000 pounds. During the
course of this year, I worried that we
wouldn’t meet that goal,” said Maj.
Gen. Frank Vavala, adjutant general,
Delaware National Guard.

“Well, as you always do, you respond-
ed extraordinarily!”

The total collected so far this year for
the Food Bank of Delaware is 37,336
pounds, exceeding the goal by 17,336
pounds.

“I thank you from the bottom of my
heart. My hope is that you and your
family will receive abundant bless-
ings for your generosity. I am proud
and honored to serve with you”, said
Vavala.

Donations are still being accepted for
this year until the end of December.
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U. S. Air Naiona/ Guard photo by 1st Lt. Valerie Harwood

Master Sgt. Heather Cameron, 166th Logistics Readiness Squadron, poses in her shop’s vehicle bay. Cameron
has reached out to the community to help support deployed Airmen of the Delaware Air National Guard.

DANG Airman reaches out
to community for support

by Staff Sgt. Nathan Bright
Wing Public Affairs

Master Sgt. Heather Cameron, vehicle
maintenance superintendent, 166th
Logistics Readiness Squadron, turned
her empathy for deploying Airmen
into something bigger.

After thinking about fellow Guards-
men being away from home on six-
month deployments, she reached out

to a local Facebook group, the Hock-
essin Gossip Girls, hoping to get a few
fellow Airmen of the Delaware Air
National Guard “adopted” by people
back home. She thought a few dozen
would be a success.

After the idea went viral, she had over
175 deployed Airmen adopted. And
these hometown heroes are not getting
the standard ‘deodorant and socks’
care packages.

In this initiative, adoptive families
get to know their adopted Airmen and
send individualized care packages.

Cameron herself left for a half-year
deployment two days after Christmas.

If you are interested in assisting de-
ployed Airmen with the Delaware
ANG, or their families, please contact
Mrs. Lauren Mease at (302) 323-3327
or lauren.e.mease.mil@mail.mil.
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